
Antebellum America: Westward Expansion & the Road to War (Late 1840s- 50s) 
 

GUIDING QUESTIONS 
 What factors led to American westward expansion, and what results came from the new territory? 
 What factors/events caused increasing sectionalism in the two decades before the Civil War? 
 Was the Civil War inevitable? If so, when? If not, why not? 
 

UNIT ASSSESSMENT = Multiple-Choice (20-25) & Open Response Questions (Short Answer – 2 of 4) 
 
9.1: Migrating to the West, pp. 298–304 
   expansionists 
Junipero Serra 
Manifest Destiny 
Santa Fe Trail 
Mountain Men 
Oregon Trail 
Donner Party 
Brigham Young 
Treaty of Fort Laramie 
 
9.2: Texas & the Mexican-American War,  
pp. 305–310 
   Texas Wins Independence 
 Tejanos 
 Stephen F. Austin 
 Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna 
 Lone Star Republic 
   Americans Debate Expansion 
 James K. Polk 
 treaty over Oregon 
   The Mexican-American War 
 causes of the war 
 Democrats and Whigs’ feelings on war 
 Bear Flag Republic 
  
9.3: Effects of Territorial Expansion, pp. 311–315 
   America Achieves Manifest Destiny 
 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
 Gadsden Purchase 
 WILMOT PROVISO 
   The California Gold Rush 
 CA Gold Rush 
 forty-niners; origins and hardships 
 changes in mining 
   Effects of the Gold Rush 
 discrimination in California 
 CA const’n and state application 
  

10.1: Slavery, States’ Rights & W. Expansion,  
pp. 324–329 
   Slavery Divides the Nation 
 N. and S. perspectives on slavery 
   Election of 1848 
 Free-Soil Party 
 popular sovereignty 
   A Compromise Avoids a Crisis 
 CLAY’S COMPROMISE OF 1850 
   Senate Adopts the Compromise of 1850 
 Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 
 
10.2: A Rising Tide of Protest and Violence,  
pp. 331–337 
   Resistance Against the Fugitive Slave Act 

results of the Fugitive Slave Act 
 Underground Railroad/Harriet Tubman 
 UNCLE TOM’S CABIN and other stories 
   Kansas-Nebraska Act 
 KANSAS-NEBRASKA ACT 
   A Battle Rages in “Bleeding Kansas” 
 John Brown 
 “BLEEDING KANSAS” 
 Charles Sumner 
 
10.3: Political Realignment Deepens the Crisis,  
pp. 339–345 
   Shifting Political Scene 
 Whig party ends 
 “Know-Nothings” 
 REPUBLICAN PARTY 
   Sectional Divisions Intensify 
 DRED SCOTT DECISION AND RESULTS 
   Lincoln-Douglas Debates 
 Abraham Lincoln 
 Stephen A. Douglas 
 ISSUES AND RESULTS OF THE CAMPAIGN 
   John Brown’s Raid 
 HARPERS FERRY RAID AND ITS RESULTS 

10.4: Lincoln, Secession and War, pp. 346–353 
   Election of 1860    The Civil War Begins 

  The four candidates and platforms Lincoln’s first inaugural address 
   RESULTS OF THE ELECTION Fort Sumter 

   The Union Collapses 
 1st states secede 
 Confederate States of America 
 Crittenden Compromise 


